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Long ago, when the Canadian northwest 
was very , very young, the Beaver Indians and their 
neighbors, the Crees quarrelled over the boundaries 
of their lands, They were on the point of war. 

But the Redmen of that far-gone day showed better 
sense than many of the Paleface statcsmen of our 
Own generation, They repaired to a height of land 
overlooking the mightiest of all the mighty rivers 
in that pleasant country and there remained in 
council, arguing and reasoning, until they reached 
a friendly settlement. .Then the pipe of peace 
passed from hand to hand, the tepees were struck 
and the chiefs and elders of the tribes went back 
each to his own people end his herds, There was 
no war. 
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- And on those broad, swift waters 
they bestowed a name which means Peace River 
by which the river and the far-flung northern 
empire through which it flows are known to this 
day. 


American troops and civilian-workers 
to the estimated number of 200,000 trod this 
northern soil at the time of the building of the 
Alaska highway and the Canol pipeline during 
World War 11, and many are the monuments to their 
engineering prowess they have left behind them 
on that trail of '42, Boosted by their peaceful 
invasion Dawson Creck, for example, grew from a 
frontier outpost of 800people to a busy town of 
6,000almost overnight. 


Even what constitutes "the country" 
in a geographical sense is a rather vague notion 
in the minds of most Canadians, even most 
Albertans, living dutside", It may therefore, 
be timely to define it here at the outset of all 
that part of Alberta lying west of Lesser Slave 
Lage and north of Township 64 — approximately 
54°40' N,Lat. The Alberta Peace River country 
is bounded on the north by the Northwest 
Territories and on the west by the castern bound- 
f the British Columbia Peace River Block, 
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more usually known east of the interprovincial 
poundary has an approximate area of 80,000 square 
miles. It falls naturally into two geographical 
divisions, "north of the river", the larger area 
of which Peace River town is the centre, and south 
where is the greater settlement and which has 
Grande Prairie as its "capital". 


This vast empire is "new" only in the 
sense that it has only recently been opened up 
and is still comparatively little populated. 
Nevertheless, it has great opportunities for those 
in whom the spirit of the frontier survives. But 
it is rich in history, as many a landmark shows. 
across this prairie trekked Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie's expedition, blazing a trail to the 
Pacific in 1792, Mackenzie's column had Fort 
Chipewyan on Lake Athabaska as its base, but the 
fur traders had forestalled him there by fourteen 
years. The ruins of Fort Fork, where he wintered 
a few milcs north of the present town, are still 
to be scen,. 


The route taken by Mackenzie followed 
the course of the Peace, hewing a path for the 
fur traderswho established their posts as far as 
the headwaters in what wes known for many years 
as New Caledonia. Among these posts are the 
town of Peace River which dates back to 1792, 
Fort Vermilion (1798) and Dunvegan (1800). 


The country was comparatively well 
peopled by traders and voyagers years before the 
sctting up of Fort Edmonton which was still a 
pare oades village as recently as 75 years ago. 

oday Edmonton with a population of 150,000 is 
the gatcway to the Peace River country and some 
300 miles southwest of the heart of the latter. 


Fear of alienation. of the: British 

Columbia Peace River block has caused no little 
concern to British Columbia public men, It 
night almest be gaid that this alienation, 
psychologically and economically, has already 
taken place. or if you visit Dawson Creck or 
Pouce Coupe or Fort St. John, all in the 
British Columbia block, you will find the people 
bale like their Alberta neighbors; and since 
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To correct this condition the British 
Columbia government plans to extend the provinc- 
jally owned Pacific Great eastern Railway from 
its present northerly terminus at Quesnel to 
Prince George, thereby linking the north country 
with Vancouver, This part of the project is no 
longer a dream, but the more ambitious plan is 
the further extension of the line into the 
Peace River block. Furthermore, the Hart Highway 
linking Dawson Creek with Prince George and thence 
Vancouver, has recently becn completed and is now 
carrying traffic. When all these lines of comm- 
unication are functioning nor all the piety nor 
wit of the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce will 
retain all of the trade which now flows from the 
Peace River. There may even be portions on the 
Alberta side which will not be swayed by senti- 
ment. 


For the most part the country constit- 
utes the northwesterly extension of the Great 
Central Canadian Plain although the landscape is 
level only in a comparative sense as the great 
cy oma blends into the foothills of the Rockies. 

he prairie is further incised by high-walled 
ravines and valleys gouged out through aeons of 
time by the Peace and its tributaries. 


In addition there are numerous lakes 
of substantial area, of which the greatest is 
Lesser Slave Lake, some 56 miles from east to 
west and about 13 miles at its widest from north 
to south, Other considerable lakes are Saskatoon, 
Bear, Winagami and Sturgeon ell on the main high- 
ways of travel and some of them now developing 
nicely as summer resorts. 


Altitudes range from 1,100fect above 
sea level at the foot of the Head Hills (2,000 feet) 
to 3,800-at the Swan Hills. Other notable clev- 
ations are Clear Hills, 3,000; Caribou Mountains 
3,500; Naylor Hills, 2, 800; Hawk Hill, 2,400, and 
Watt Mountains, 2,200, 


On the Alberta side of the interprov- 
incial border the chief tributaries of the Peace 
are the Whitemud, which joins the main stream 
near the Peace pet hat the Notikcwin (formerly 
called the Battle), the Kog and the Boger which 
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Own humerous trubutaries — Wapiti, Sheep 
Cruck, Eakwa and others. In the course of western 
history most of these streams have enjoyed reputa- 
tion as routes of commerce before the coming of 
the railway and mechanized road transport, 

Aucther river of no small importance is the Hay 
which, rising on the A’berta side, flows into 
British Conu nia, back into 4iberta, emptics into 
Hay Lake’; and finally into the great inland fresh 
water sea known as Great Slave Lake on whoso 
northern shore is the Northwest Territorigst 
famous gold bonanza, Yellowknife, 


From the point of view of northern commerce 
an important post on this strem is Upper Hay River 
just above the confluence of the Hay and the 
Meander, This igs Peace River's upstream port for 
the Yellowknife goldfield, a distance by river 
and lake of about 120 miles, In the summer of 
1949 the company which has Operated three boats 
on this route acquired a naval landing craft, the 
Expediter, from the War assets Corporation, had 

er converted into a cargo vessel with accommo- 
dation for forty passengers and brought her 


way of Behring Strait, the Arctic Ocean, the 


land and lake route by way of Edmonton to the 
goldfields which hitherto had been accessible 


Athough Expediter was nst Scheduled to 
make her maiden voyage until mid - August, 1949, 
tourists had bookcd all her accommodation to 


Though 30°and 40° below zero temperatures 
are not unknown, during an average winter the 
climate of the Peace River country is moderate 









ther tempered by the periodical occurr- 
f the Chinook, Winter usually sects in 





ends about April, Avorage 7 
the summer ranges around 60° 
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is indicated by the fact that over a period 
of years 1915-47 inclusive frost-free days aver- 
aged 97 a year while ovor the period 1937-47 the 
average number of frost-free days was 119, In 
1947 first frost occurred on 19 August and in 
1948 on 28 August. 


In 32 years the average annual precipitation 
has amounted to 17,63 inches. However, from the 
agricultural standpoint this is frequently offset 
by the fact that the wet season occurs in 
September and October rather than in June and July 
when rain is most necded, But drought is unknown. 

Even in 1949, whcn Alberta suffered from insuff- 
icient moisture and consequently the lightest crop 
in years, the Peace River country was blessed, not 
with greater precipitation, but with rain early 
enough to promote excellent growth. 


The prevailing wind is southwesterly. 
There is no record of damage by windstorms although 
occasionally wind erosion of the soil has occurred, 


Except for some slight cutworm damage, loss 
from pests has been unknown since 1923. For 
whatever reason, no gopher has yet ventured west 
of the Athabaska River. 


Although the Peace River country was 
discovered by fur traders and voyagers in the 18th 
century it was not until 1916 that a railway 
began operating for general traffic. Even today 
end of steel occurs at Hines Creek, Alberta, and 

Dawson Creek, B.C., respectively. Except there- 
fore for the exccllent system of Alberta 
Government highways the Peace River is still a 


prinitive community to about the same extent that 


the country around Calgary was ea prinitive commun- 
ity at the turn of the century. And as with all 
prinitive communities the economy is mainly agric- 
ultural, Soil, climate, topography and every 
possible combination of factors are indeed pre- 
eminently favorable to agriculture. Witness the 
host of Pe ce River grain growers who have won 
‘international honors at Toronto, Chicago and 


e times and even oftener; the late 
le of Wembley, S.d. Allsopp and a 
th 1so of Seen Fr L.Rigby of 
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&s will be secn, the Peace River is a 
farming country, rather than ranching, the terrain 
covered with farms ranging in arca from 320 to 
1,760 acres. Nevertheless mixed farming is 
widely practised, s«uantity and quality of the 
clovers in the southwest portion are said to make 
the country exceptionally favorable for bee- 
keeping and more than one successful apiarist has 
moved on even from the bee-kceepers' paradises 
which abound along the international boundary. 
One of these, in 1949, brought in no less than 
150 colonies. 


Establishzent of a poultry hatchery in 
Grande Prairic has provided farmers on that - 
neighborhood with a profitable commerce in 
hatching- eges. 


Of Alberta's 849,000 population the 

Peace River is estimated to contain some 80,000. 
The former figure represents a populatian 
density of some three persons per square mile of 
Alberta; the latter about one person per square 
mile of the Peace River country. But the growth 
of the lattcr may be deduced from the statist- 

ical fact that in 1911 it carried a population 
of only 2,000 or .024 person per square mile; in 
1921 (after the railway had entered) nearly 
&,000 or .24 per square mile and in 1931 some- 
thing emer 30),000 or..72 per square. mile. In 
1939 came tho war, abruptly helting all settlemeat 
of whatsoever kind and wheresoever. On the conte 
rary, the Peace River was depopulated, for male 
settlers literally cane pcuring down to Edmonton 
and Calgary in a great wave cf manpower to join 
the colors sf every arm of the fighting forces. 


The, population is, as it has ever been, 
of British Empire origin although the proportion 
has beon somewhat narrowed by the immigration of 
much of the best stuck cf the United States, of 
Ukrainians around Rycroft and Spirit River and 
of Scandinavians at Valhalla, Hythe and La Glace. 
A considerable French-Canadian colony has 
McLennan as its centre. 
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Even while the war wes in progress the 
alberta government had planned < veteran re- 
establishment scheme around Wanham where the éense 
bush was cleared for an armyof veteran settlers. 


The two most important centres of popul- 
ation are Grande Prairie (pop. 3,000) and 
Peace River (pop. 1,500) south and north of 
‘the river" respectively. 


& height of land known as Saskatoon 
Mountein divides the area served by Grande Prairie 
into east and west. First settlement in the 
east section was at Flying Shot Lake in 1908, 

By the time of the 1920 census the district pop- 
ulation had reached over 4,000: and today the 
estimated population is bctween 15, 000 and 18,000. 
The pioneer stage is over and the country, dotted 
with modern farms, is one of the most successful 
asricultural areas on the whole of the Great 
Canadian Plain. 


The area tributary to Grande Prairie 
includes places whose names have been matte 
famous in the story of world agriculture -- 
Wembley, Albright, Hythe, Beaverlodge, 
Valhelia, At Beaverlodge is the noted farm 
established by the late Mr, W.D.Albright and 
conducted by him as a Romin:.on government sub-; 
station for many years. In 1940 it wes raised 
to the status of a station and is now under the 
superintendence cf Mr, HE, C. Stacey. 


The Valhalla settlement northwest of the 
town was pioneered in 1912 by adventurous 
Scandinavian colonists. To overcome the handicap 
of lack of transportation as well as tue early 
frosts which net thcir initial grain growing 
efforts, thses colonists launched a co-operative 
ercamery vonture which continued to operate as 
a local industry until comparatively recently. 
The need is now served by the Northern Alberta 
Dairy Pool's branch at Grande Prairie, but while 
it was a going concern the Valhalla creamery 
tided ae colonists over some difficult days in 
which the settlement might easily have gone on 
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f The town of Grande Prairie is thc commer- 
Cial centre of the district -- in fact, of all 

the territory south of the river. Here are sit~ 

‘ uated agencics of several Dominion and provincial 

government departments, a court house, a Mounted 

“f P: lice post, the largest end best equipped 

' composite high school north of Edmonton and a 

i separate schovl under the auspices of the Roman 

' Catholic church, An addition to the 40- bed 

f hospital will practically double that accommod- 

ation. There is a privatly -cwncd diesel- 

driven electric generating station to serve not 

only the town but also smaller urban communities 

and farms west as far as Hythe and north as far 

as Sexsmith. 



























Accommodation at all Grande Prairic's 
four hotels is taxed to its utmost at all times, 
and while its quality varies the nore fortunate 
af traveller will find lodging cqual to the best . 
_~ anywhere, Several of the big wholesale firms have 

warehouses here, and there are four banks, a 
provincial "Treasury Branch", a wcekly newspaper, 
a radio station, a sash and door factory, a 
creamery and three bottling works. Native cley 
provides the raw material for a busy brick plant 
whose product has been pronounced adequate in 
quantity and more suitable to local needs than 
much of the impcrted material. Comparatively 
recent additions to local industry include an 
iron works and a chicken hatchery which both 
serves and is served by farmers for whom it pro- 
vides a profitable livelihood. 


The town is the ncst inpertant point on 
the southern branch of the Northern Alberta 
Railway whose terminals are at Edmonton and 
Dawson Creck. The territory is served also by 
first class gravelled highways running west to 
Dawson Creek to join the Alaske highway, cast to 
High Prairie and Edmonton and north to Rycroft 
Spirit River and Peace River. A few miles west 
of the last named the Grimshaw highway branches 
off, giving access to Alberta's farthest north-- 
Notikewin, Fort Vermillion nd theneo across the 
es to the shore of Great Slave Lake. 


’ Peace River is at the 
strcoan which gave it its 
the Harnion. 
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and a Bo peine on the wegon road from Lesser 
Slave Lake. hough older than Grande Prairie and 

: now second to the latter in commercial importance, 

it is still the real "capita" of the Peace River 

country. Here are located the land agency of 

which the Grande Prairis office is a sub-agency 
and the centre of a judicial district which 
likewise has a sub-district at Grando Prairic. 
Six wholesale houses have branches hero, a 
chartered bank and a provincial governnent 
Treasury Branch, two hotels and a weekly news- 
paper. Its 30-bed hospital was first in the 
district. 


Last fall the townspeople were stirred 
and a little astonished by discovery of oil only 
50 miles away, near Normandville, «A week before 
the discovery a visitor who inquired about oil 
might have bcen told that it had been “heard tell 
of", but that would have been about all, and 
Imperial O0i1 Limited who were doing the drilling 
weren't talking until they knew for sure. 


Then suddenly it came at thc. rate of 600 
barrels a day and of a quality said to be compar- 
able to the product of the Devenian fornetion 
at Leduc. 


fhe town is electeicclly lighted frorv.a 
diesel plant operated by Northland Utilities 
Limited which also suppltés.power for cxtensive 
adjacent rural areas. 


Peace River is the cathcdral town of 

the Church of England diocese of Athabaska 
(Bishop, the Right Reverend Arthur H. Sovereign: 
‘Dean, the Very Reverand Roland Hill) which 

marked its seventy-fifth anniversary in 1949, 

The cathedral church is of comparatively recent 
construction and was made possible by the gift 

of an anonymous English patroness on condition 
that the cathedral authorities installed an 
organ. «As a result there is a small but excellent 
two ual instrument and a talented organist in 
Richardson whose varicd secular avoca- 
e from adjudication at musical festivals 
y-ship of the Peace River Board of 
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Here on the left bank are the remains of the little 
log Roman Catholic mission church and the adjoining rect- 
ory built in the early 'sixties by the Reverend Emile 
Jean Baptiste Grouard who afterward became bishop of the 
diocese which today bears his name. The cathedral of the 
Grouard diocese, a relatively small but handsome example 
of Byzantine architecture, is now at McLennan (Bishop, the 
Most Reverend Ubald Langlois; coadjutor, the Most Reverend 
Henri Routhier,) 


From his ordination in 1862 until his death in 1930 
Bishop Grouard devoted his entire life to ministering to 
the Indians in the Canadian far northwest. Painted by 
the young priest's own hands, the remarkable artistry of 
the sanctuary decoration has been long been desecrated by 
generations of that species of idiot which feels compelled 
to carve its initials wherever it goes. The carpentry of 
church and clergy house is also excellent workmanship, sugg-~ 
esting that the good father's training for his life mission 
must have included much of material things es well as 
theology. 


Close by the church is the old trading post established 
by the Northwest Company in 1805 and taken over by the 
Hudson's Bay Company in 1821, It was maintained almost 
continuously by the latter until 1920. 


Although close to the goldfields across the Great Slave, 
the Peace River is not rich in metals. But neither is any 
part of Alberta. Yet in non-metallics -- oil, natural gas, 
coal and such -- the province is richest of them all. And, 
as we have seen, a beginning has been made with petroleum 
and natural gas in the Peace River. 


Even without any other resources, exceptionally favor- 
able agricultural conditions would assure the Poace River's 
prosperity. For man will hew pathways and lay railroads even 
into the jungles to secure food or the means of obtaining it. 
Next to food, probably the world's most needed commodity today 
is of], In this Alberta is the most important field in the 
British Empire and now the search for new fields has been 
extended into the heart of the Peace River country. 











It might be too much to expect the rapid development 
of Peace River oilfields at a pace comparable with that of 
Central Alberta while there are so many proven fields closer 
to the refineries. But the same argument might have been 
€ efore the Leduc, Redwater and surrounding fields 
red --all within the past three years, The 
t case was to bring refineries into the vicinity 
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had few initial obstacles to overcome, no expensive soil 
surveys to undertake, no costly irrigation works to con- 
struct. The farming settler found the country ready-made. 


It is this reaty-made empire which awaits the coming 
of more farmer settlers, more merchants, more capital, 
more families. 











